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ABSTRACT 

This paper addresses problems facing endangered 
languages and strategies for maintaining Native languages. The most 
serious case involves languages whose last fluent speakers are 
elderly or already gone. Speakers of severely endangered languages no 
longer constitute speech communities. They cannot interact with other 
speakers because other speakers are exceedingly few or far between. A 
strategy for maintaining these languages is to develop an archival 
collection through recording the spoken language before it is lost 
entirely. Although some might view an archive as a mausoleum rather 
than ’’really living,” it is a better alternative than complete 
extinction. However, perhaps the language can aspire to societal 
reattachment or even more — to intergenerat i onal transmission as the 
mother tongue of a vibrant speech community. Revernaculari zat i on or 
native language acquisition is so difficult because it requires 
informal spontaneous bases, outside any formal institution. Schools 
are normally programmed and not intergenerat i ona 1 , while mother 
tongues are int ergenerat i onal and not programmed. Revernacular ization 
requires not only intergenerat ional language transmission, but 
societal change as well. In order for the old language to be 
transmitted from parent to child, informal role relationships that 
have already been established in a new language must come to be 
implemented in the old language. Every infant acquiring their native 
language at home must have ample out~of~home experiences for informal 
use of the language. As well, every student who acquires their native 
language at school must have ample out“of~school experiences to use 
that language. To be successful, reversing language shift through 
int ergenerat i onal mother-tongue transmission requires both community 
and family building. (LP) 
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; new seeds. "And the planters [will be overtaken] by the ones treading 

I the grapes, new wine will drip from the mountains and from all the 

• hills, they will plant new vineyards and drink their wine. They will 

! j make gardens and eat their fruits." So, here is my parting sentences: Do 

not give up; but do not get your priorities wrong, because you do not 
' get many chances in this game. And above all remember that living 

languages are n^ primarily in institutions, but above them, beyond 
! them, all around them . 
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